
The Epilepsy Foundation has a busy year ahead

for research, with a number of major

collaborations and projects getting up and

running. 

 

This includes (i) the announcement of four

exciting proposals chosen to be funded through

the very first round of the Australian Epilepsy

Research Fund; (ii) supporting the team at the

Florey Institute with their groundbreaking

undertaking, the Australian Epilepsy Project;

and (iii) collecting and analysing your survey

responses from the recent "Wave 5" of the

Australian Epilepsy Longitudinal Survey.

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who have completed the Wave

5 surveys - we really appreciate your participation in

our research. For those interested to see the

outcomes of previous survey waves, research

articles that have been published about the AELS

can be found here. 

 

INTERESTED PARTICIPATING IN RESEARCH AT EF?

If you would like to know more about research

conducted through the Epilepsy Foundation, or

think you may need to update your contact details

on the Australian Epilepsy Research Register, please

feel free to contact us at

 research@epilepsyfoundation.org.au 

 
 
 
 

T H E  D A I L Y  P E E P

RESEARCH MATTERS
E P I L E P S Y  F O U N D A T I O N  N E W S L E T T E R  F O R  

 R E S E A R C H  P A R T I C I P A N T S

 J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0

WELCOME
From Honor Coleman (Research Lead)

 
The Epilepsy Foundation is pleased to share
the second edition of our Research Matters
newsletter for Summer 2020, and we would

like to wish everyone a safe and happy start to
the New Year. 

 
In light of recent events, we would also like to

extend our thoughts and condolences to
those affected by the bushfires and their
families; and our thanks to those who are

working tirelessly to protect the people and
animals affected. 

 
Information on managing your health in the

smoke haze can be found here.
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https://www.epilepsyfoundation.org.au/research-initiatives/opportunities-to-participate/australian-epilepsy-research-register/information-and-publications/
https://www.alfredhealth.org.au/news/staying-safe-in-bushfire-smoke


The Australian Epilepsy Research Fund (AERF) is an

initiative of the Epilepsy Foundation that was

announced in March 2018. The aim of the AERF is to

support high quality research into finding a cure for

epilepsy, and supporting people currently living with

epilepsy. For more information about the AERF, visit our

website here.
 

We are excited to announce four

new projects that will be funded

through the AERF!
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RESEARCH NEWS

The Australian Epilepsy Research Fund

Preparing Australia for precision medicine

in the developmental and epileptic

encephalopathies (DEEs)

The most severe group of epilepsies, DEEs are defined by

frequent epileptiform activity, frequent seizures (often

with multiple seizure types). Professor Ingrid Scheffer is

leading up a team from the Melbourne Brain Centre, the

University of Melbourne, to build an Australian-wide

genetic epilepsy network, bringing together clinicians,

researchers and families of children with DEEs. 

The Australian Epilepsy Project

In 2019, the Florey Institute of Neuroscience and Mental Health

received $1 million from the Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF)

Frontiers initiative to begin the process of developing technology

and imaging techniques that can improve epilepsy diagnosis and

treatment. Read about the announcement of the funding here.

Uncovering the hidden genetics of non-

lesional focal epilepsy

Led by Associate Professor Piero Perucca,  a team from

Monash University are setting out to uncover the hidden

genetics of non-lesional focal epilepsy through a novel

approach combining clinical and molecular

research.  This research is key for designing novel and

more targeted therapies in the future.

A clinical liquid biopsy to diagnose

epilepsy

A key task in the future of understanding genetic

epilepsies is the identification of the underlying genetic

mechanisms. Associate Professor Michael Hildebrand

and a team from the Melbourne Brain Centre, The

University of Melbourne, are investigating a cutting-edge

technique to detect the “hidden genetic” components of

epilepsy through examination of somatic mutations in

cerebral spinal fluid.

Phenotyping depression and anxiety in

people with epilepsy

Depression and anxiety commonly co-occur with

epilepsy and can often go undiagnosed. Dr Genevieve

Rayner and a team from the University of Melbourne are

taking a novel approach to understanding depression

and anxiety in epilepsy by examining whether genes that

cause specific epilepsies are associated with depression

and anxiety. 

This project, The Australian Epilepsy Research Project (AEP), is

led by a multi-disciplinary team of world-leading experts in

neuroimaging, genetics and neuropsychology. They hope to create

a nation-wide network of clinicians and researchers, in order to

better connect people living with epilepsy to cutting edge

technology and treatment.

 

Find out more about the AEP here. 

 

 

https://epilepsyfoundation.org.au/research-initiatives/australian-epilepsy-research-fund/information-and-research-priorities/
https://www.epilepsyfoundation.org.au/research-initiatives/latest-research-news/
https://www.healthcareit.com.au/article/florey-institute-gets-1-million-grant-manage-epilepsy-ai-and-imaging
https://www.epilepsyfoundation.org.au/research-initiatives/latest-research-news/
https://www.epilepsyfoundation.org.au/research-initiatives/latest-research-news/
https://www.epilepsyfoundation.org.au/research-initiatives/latest-research-news/
https://epilepsyproject.org.au/

